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September 22, 2022 

The Honorable Amit Bose, Administrator 

Federal Rail Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Kansas City River Trails, Inc. (KCRT) Support of Kansas City Riverfront Railroad 

Crossing Elimination Study  

Dear Mr. Bose, 

The Lydia Avenue railroad crossings are four safety hazards and impediments to 

efficient rail operations and are outstanding candidates for FRA Railroad Crossing 

Elimination Grant Program. 

This segment of Lydia Avenue is important for safe vehicular access due to the 

massive amount of redevelopments in this area, but it is also a key part of the bicycle 

and pedestrian circulation in the area. Lydia Avenue is a part of the Missouri 

Department of Transportation’s designated “Spirit of Kansas City Scenic Byway.” This 

program is very popular and draws cyclists and pedestrians from all over the region 

who want to experience this route. With recent trail enhancements completed in 

nearby Kessler Park, and the Grand Avenue Viaduct Trail currently in design, the rail 

crossings on Lydia will be the only at-grade crossings remaining on the scenic byway. 

We have worked with all of the Railroads in Kansas City in our development of the 

Riverfront Heritage Trail, so we respect the importance of safe and efficient railroad 

operations. Elimination of the crossing via bridging will greatly improve safety and will 

add nearly a mile of rail without a crossing for two of the lines. This will also improve 

rail operations in this very congested and critical corridor. 

Our Board fully endorses Port KC’s application for this study and stand as a partner 

in their efforts to improve the safety of bicyclists, pedestrians, motorists, and railroad 

personnel in this corridor. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Zimmermann 

KCRT Board President 


