Riverfront Rail Crossing Elimination (RCE) Study

Purpose

The purpose of the Rail Crossing Elimination study is to evaluate infrastructure options to
enhance the safety and reliability of travel by all modes between Berkley Riverfront and
neighborhoods to the south and east by replacing the Lydia Avenue at-grade railroad
crossings with grade-separated access to Berkley Riverfront.

Funding

This study phase is made possible by a $2 million RCE grant awarded by the Federal Railroad
Administration under the U.S. Department of Transportation to Port KC. The addition of
$500,000 in matching local funds brings the project total to $2.5 million.

Port KC is in the process of identifying funding for future phases of the project — both design
and construction - including submitting a second RCE grant application for construction
funds in June 2026.

Project Location

The Lydia Avenue rail crossing is just south of Berkley Parkway and west of [-29/35. The two-
lane street connects Berkley Parkway in the Riverfront to Guinotte Avenue and NE Industrial
Trafficway, and it crosses four railroad tracks owned by three different railroad companies.
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What Alternatives are Being Considered?

The following alternatives are being considered to replace the existing at-grade
Lydia Avenue crossing:

* Grade Separation Structure alighed with Lydia Avenue
* Grade Separation Structure east of Lydia Avenue

* Grade Separation Structure aligned with Gillis Street

* Grade Separation Structure east of Gillis Street

What Options are NOT Being Considered?

The following options are NOT being considered to replace the existing at-grade Lydia
Avenue crossing:

Close Lydia Avenue between Guinotte and Berkley Parkway: This option does not serve
the purpose and need of the project because network connectivity is not improved and
reliable access is not provided.

Bicycle/Pedestrian-only Grade Separation Structure: This option does not serve the

purpose and need of the project because safety, connectivity and reliability are not improved
for all modes of transportation.

We Want to Hear from You!

Submit your comments by 5 p.m., Thursday, June 26, 2026, via one of the following ways:

Complete a comment Visit:
card today https://PortKC.com/project/

Lydia-avenue-crossover-bridge
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