
Riverfront Rail Crossing 
Elimination Study

Community Open House 



Why We’re Here 

The Federal Railroad Administration awarded a $2 million 
grant to Port KC in 2023 to study the Lydia Rail Crossing. 

The Berkley Riverfront Connectivity Study in 2022 
recommended solutions to better connect the Riverfront 
and Columbus Park to the Greater Downtown Area.  
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Project Purpose

The purpose of the Rail Crossing Elimination study is to evaluate 
infrastructure options to enhance the safety and reliability of travel 
by all modes between Berkley Riverfront and neighborhoods to the 
south and east by replacing the Lydia Avenue at-grade railroad 
crossings with grade-separated access to Berkley Riverfront.
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Project Needs

• Improve safety on Lydia Avenue between Guinotte Avenue and Berkley 
Parkway by removing vehicle/train and pedestrian/train conflicts under 
both current and forecasted travel demand.  

• Improve connectivity for vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians between 
Berkley Riverfront and neighborhoods to the south and east.  

• Provide safe and reliable ingress and egress from the south side of Berkley 
Riverfront, especially during special events and emergencies. 
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Lydia Avenue
• Is the only street connection between Columbus Park and the Berkley 

Riverfront. 
• Is a two-lane street that connects Berkley Parkway in the Riverfront to 

3rd Street/NE Industrial Trafficway and Guinotte Avenue. 
• Does not have contiguous sidewalks along this segment. 
• Crosses four railroad tracks owned by three different railroad 

companies. 
• The at-grade crossings are often blocked by trains as they make an 

operational stop. 
• The northernmost at-grade crossing is not protected by gates. 
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What Alternatives are Being Considered?

The following alternatives are being considered to replace the 
existing at-grade Lydia Avenue crossing. These alternatives are 
described in greater detail on the following displays:

• Grade Separation Structure aligned with Lydia Avenue
• Grade Separation Structure east of Lydia Avenue
• Grade Separation Structure aligned with Gillis Street
• Grade Separation Structure east of Gillis Street
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What Options are NOT Being Considered?

The following options are NOT being considered to replace the 
existing at-grade Lydia Avenue crossing. 

• Close Lydia Avenue between Guinotte Avenue and Berkley Parkway
This option does not serve the purpose and need of the project because network 
connectivity is not improved and reliable access is not provided.

• Pedestrian-only Grade Separation Structure
This option does not serve the purpose and need of the project because safety, 
connectivity and reliability is not improved for all modes of transportation.
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LYDIA ON-ALIGNMENT
ALTERNATIVE
• Most direct connection to existing 

roadway network
• Includes access for all modes
• Includes replacement of NE Industrial 

Trafficway Bridge and Guinotte 
connection

• Requires track relocation
• Steepest grade
• Limited property impacts

1       2             3                         IT’S YOUR TURN.
HOW WOULD YOU

RATE THIS OPTION?
NOT FOR ME I LIKE IT A LOT

SAFETY…………………………...……
CONNECTIVITY………………….…..
ENVIRONMENTAL……….………….

CONSTRUCTABILITY……..…………
COST…………………………..………..

EVALUATION:

$$$$$

WORSE BETTER



LYDIA EAST ALTERNATIVE
• More direct connection to existing 

roadway network
• Includes access for all modes
• Includes replacement of NE Industrial 

Trafficway Bridge and Guinotte 
connection

• Requires track relocation
• Steeper grade
• Limited property impacts
• May impact I-29/35 interchange

1       2             3                         IT’S YOUR TURN.
HOW WOULD YOU

RATE THIS OPTION?
NOT FOR ME I LIKE IT A LOT

SAFETY…………………………...……
CONNECTIVITY………………….…..
ENVIRONMENTAL……….………….

CONSTRUCTABILITY……..…………
COST…………………………..………..

EVALUATION:

$$$$$

WORSE BETTER



GILLIS ALTERNATIVE
• Tighter roadway curvature; extensive 

retaining walls
• Includes access for all modes
• NE Industrial Trafficway Bridge and 

Guinotte connection remain in place
• Requires track relocation
• Flatter grade
• Additional property impacts

1       2             3                         IT’S YOUR TURN.
HOW WOULD YOU

RATE THIS OPTION?
NOT FOR ME I LIKE IT A LOT

SAFETY…………………………...……
CONNECTIVITY………………….…..
ENVIRONMENTAL……….………….

CONSTRUCTABILITY……..…………
COST…………………………..………..

EVALUATION:

$$$$$

WORSE BETTER



GILLIS EAST ALTERNATIVE
• Tighter roadway curvature; extensive 

retaining walls
• Includes access for all modes
• NE Industrial Trafficway Bridge and 

Guinotte connection remain in place
• Requires track relocation
• Flatter grade
• Additional property impacts

1       2             3                         IT’S YOUR TURN.
HOW WOULD YOU

RATE THIS OPTION?
NOT FOR ME I LIKE IT A LOT

SAFETY…………………………...……
CONNECTIVITY………………….…..
ENVIRONMENTAL……….………….

CONSTRUCTABILITY……..…………
COST…………………………..………..

EVALUATION:

$$$$$

WORSE BETTER



NEPA Decision Making Process

Identify 
Problems to 

be Solved

Alternatives 
Considered Impacts Preferred 

Alternative Mitigation

We are here!

Public Input
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Considerations During the NEPA Process
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Project Timeline

Completion of 
environmental study 
and conceptual 
design anticipated in 
August 2027

Federal Rail 
Administration Rail 
Crossing Elimination 
grant application will be 
submitted on June 8, 
2026

Final design and 
construction timeline 
is dependent on 
funding
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We Want to Hear from You!

Submit your comments by 5 p.m., Thursday, June 26, 2026, via one 
of the following ways:

Complete a 
comment card 

today

Visit: 
https://PortKC.com/project/

Lydia-avenue-crossover-bridge
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